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ENCYCLOPEDIA SUPPLEMENTS 


A Study of Encyclopedia Yearbooks and 
Similar Publications 


Annual or periodic supplements to a 
number of encyclopedias have appeared 
for many years. Planned primarily to 
bring up to date the information on 
topics covered by the encyclopedias, 
and to supplement them with new in- 
formation where necessary, they are 
gow published in one form or another 
by almost all American encyclopedia 
publishers, some of which offer annuals 
to purchasers of their sets at a con- 
siderable discount from list price. 


Librarians have expressed a desire for 
a comparative study of these yearbooks, 
as they have wondered whether it 
would be necessary to purchase sup- 
plements to all the encyclopedias they 
possess, on the one hand, or whether it 
might be desirable, on the other, to buy 
yearbooks for some sets not in their 
libraries. It is the purpose of this 
article to summarize certain important 
points considered while making an eval- 
uation of some available yearbook sup- 
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plements covering 1948, and to present 
a brief outline analysis of each work 
studied. Of the group of eleven year- 
books covered, nine are associated with 
current encyclopedias, Collier's Year 
Book, published for several years, has 
so far been an independent annual, and 
The New International Year Book, 
though originally a companion of the 
now out-of-print New International 
Encyclopedia, can no longer be con- 
sidered an encyclopedia supplement. 

Yearbooks have long been found very 
useful as guides to current events and 
opinions. Their value in historical ref- 
erence work has often been forgotten. 
Prepared as they are within a short 
time after the events occur, they pro- 
vide concise statements of contemporary 
opinion often difficult to find elsewhere. 
More and more historians are begin- 
ning to discover the value of these year- 
books for retrospective investigations, 
and to ask for all available publications 
for certain years for comparative 
studies. Also, much material to be 
found in these annuals never gains ad- 
mittance into encyclopedias, and yet is 
of considerable reference value. 


In evaluating yearbooks for reference - 


purposes, many of the check points 
considered for encyclopedias are useful. 
The would-be purchaser should look for 
the same qualities of authoritativeness, 
good format, arrangement, scope, and 
accuracy which he expects in the larger 
work. Especial note should be made of 
adequacy of coverage for the period in- 
dicated, of accuracy of facts and figures, 
and of any pronounced bias. For ref- 
erence use, the arrangement, cross ref- 
erences and other indexing methods are 
of importance. Systems of cumulative 
indexing are very valuable. 

The yearbooks vary greatly in many 
ways. Two of those investigated, World 
Progress (supplement to the New Stand- 





ard Encyclopedia) and World Topics 
(supplement to The American Educator 
Encyclopedia), are published quarter- 
ly, paper-bound and punched for in- 


sertion in a post binder. The World 
Book Annual also appears in a paper 
cover and is likewise punched. Most 
of the publications examined were con- 
cerned with the events of 1948 and were 
retrospective only in minor details, 
especially for comparative statistics and 
for necessary identification information. 
Three, however, The Book of Knowl- 
edge Annual, The Story of Our Time 
(Grolier Encyclopedia supplement) and 
World Topics, though they include some 
events of the year, are largely not 
limited in the time covered and should 
be considered as encyclopedic topical 
supplements rather than annual sum- 
maries of progress. 

Some of the yearbooks have articles 
signed or initialed by leading authori- 
ties and some bibliographies; others 
give no source of their information. An 
interesting sidelight was the discovery 
that, in a number of cases, articles for 
several publications were written by the 
same authority. Another item verified 
was the close relationship in actual text 
between The New International Year 
Book and the Funk & Wagnalls New 
Standard Year Book, the latter being 
almost entirely an abridgment of the 
former. 

Most of the yearbooks seem to be 
aimed largely at school use. Three of 
them, The Book of Knowledge Annual, 
The World Book Annual and World 
Topics have been especially planned 
for children and young people. The 
Britannica Book of the Year is offered 
as a supplement both to Britannica 
Junior and to the Encyclopaedia 
Britannica. 

Investigation also pointed out great 
variation in typographical excellence, 
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number and quality of illustrations and 
in general format. Several are extreme- 
ly attractive. It was also noticed, and 
it is regrettable to find, that the exi- 
gencies of selling seem to lead several 
publishers to feature the year of the 
publication of their annuals more 
prominently than the year of coverage. 
Observations concerning these points 
will be made in the analysis of each 
work. 

A statistical analysis of the compara- 
tive number of entries, and of the see 
cross references to be found in the main 
alphabets of the alphabetically arranged 
yearbooks, was made by actual count of 
entries in 27 samplings of the alphabet 
in each of the publications. Though it 
is acknowledged that this count can 
only be indicative of coverage, it is at 
least suggestive. Although the choice 
of subject headings for individual topics 
was found to vary greatly, it was felt 


_ that the sampling, spread through the 


volumes, counting actual numbers of 
entries between certain parts of the 
alphabet, would give a picture of scope. 
Also significant in showing policies of 
the different works was the count of 
the main alphabet cross references. 
This count does not include a tabulation 
of the see also type of reference found 
within many articles, though the pres- 
ence of these is noted in the detailed 
analyses. 

The tabulated findings are presented 
with the above reservations in mind. 
(The four publications not listed here, 
The Book of Knowledge Annual, The 
Story of Our Time, World Progress, and 
World Topics, are of such a form that 
they could not be compared in this 
manner.) 

If the samples are typical, it appears 
that Britannica Book of the Year, in 
contrast to the large topic arrangement 
in the encyclopedia, has apparently the 


Cross 
Articles Refer- 
Tabulated ences Index 
Americana 265 158 Yes 
Britannica 293 235 x 
Colliers 203 90 ” 
Funk & Wagnalls 
New Standard 237 9 No 
New International 261 3 Yes 
World Book 134 50 
World Scope 152 114 No 


greatest number of entries of any of 
the yearbooks and by far the largest 
number of cross references. The New 
International Year Book has almost no 
see references. 

Indexes are provided for all but the 
Funk & Wagnalls New Standard Year 
Book and for World Scope, but those 
provided vary in detail and complete- 
ness. The Americana, Britannica and 
The World Book have a system of cu- 
mulative indexing for earlier volumes 
which makes them particularly useful 
for retrospective work. 

The yearbooks were studied by a sub- 
committee of three members of the 
Subscription Books Committee, aided 
by a group of 27 students at one of our 
accredited graduate library schools. 
Each student made a careful compari- 
son of the number and nature of entries 
in each of the alphabetically arranged 
yearbooks within certain assigned por- 
tions of the alphabet. Each one also 
compared actual quality of selected ar- 
ticles in all the publications whether 
arranged alphabetically or not, and re- 
ported on style, bias, format, and 
accuracy. An attempt to measure 
length of articles by measuring column 
inches was tried but abandoned because 
of extreme variations in page and print 
size. There was not time for a true word 
count. Special studies were also made 
of some of the repetitive features such 
as chronologies, lists of prizes, of col- 
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leges and universities, and of sporting 
records which could be found in almost 
all of the publications. Committee 
members investigated a number of spe- 
cial subjects, suitability for certain age 
groups, and format. 

In the reports which follow on the 
individual publications an effort has 
been made to describe the works in as 
nearly uniform a manner as possible so 
that readers can easily compare their 
varying features. Certain limitations in 
the study must be made clear, however. 
In each case, only the volume covering 
1948 has been studied in detail. Other 
years have not been compared for rep- 
etition of information, change of form 
or other variation. Neither have the 
yearbooks been studied directly in con- 
nection with the encyclopedias they 
supplement, though an attempt was 
made to note those which feature refer- 
ring the reader to the encyclopedia for 
further material. The reviewers feel 
that, with these limitations in mind, it 
is not possible to follow the usual Sub- 
scription Books Committee practice of 
concluding each review with “recom- 
mended” or “not recommended.” Nor 
do they feel that they can express an 
opinion (often requested by our read- 
ers) concerning which would be the 
“best buy.” In connection with library 
use, there are strong arguments for 
buying more than one yearbook, in 
order to supply varying points of view 
and to verify statistical information. 
Library and personal needs vary. The 
analyses will try to bring out strong 
and weak points in the various works 
but leave the final recommendation 
concerning purchase to each librarian 
or other would-be buyer. 


The Americana Annual, 1949; An En- 
cyclopedia of the Events of 1948; ed. 
by John J. Smith. 26cm. New York, 


Americana Corporation, cl1949. xxxii, 
777p. illus. diagrs. maps. tables. buck- 
ram and other bindings $10 list price; 
$5 to schools, libraries and individuals 
owning the Encyclopedia Americana. 


PUBLISHING HISTORY.—Annually since 
1923 /24. 

Avutuoriry.—All major articles are 
signed by full name of author. Short 
topics, principally geographical and 
biographical, are not signed. A partial 
list of over 300 contributors who are 
very well qualified in their fields is 
given, and titles of their contributions 
are indicated. Responsible for editorial 
supervision is Lavinia P. Dudley, Ex- 
ecutive Editor of Americana publica- 
tions. 

ARRANGEMENT.—Alphabetical with 
headings in word-by-word order. Many 
short but some fairly long entries. Many 
see cross references in main alphabet, 
some directly to other subjects, some to 
index. Articles contain frequent see 
also references. 

InpEx.—Detailed analytic and cumu- 
lated index for 1946-49 with direct page 
references for all articles. Earlier cu- 
mulated indexes covered 1923-32 in the 
1933 volume, 1933-41 in 1942, and 1942- 
45 in 1946. This feature makes The 
Americana Annual particularly good 
for retrospective work. 

Format.—Sturdy, well-sewed bind- 
ing. Good opaque, nonfglossy ‘paper. 
Satisfactory margins. Clear, legible 
type with heavier headings and sub- 
headings. Two-column page for text. 
Index has four columns. Maps on end 
papers. Spine carries only the title The 
Americana 1949 Annual, with no indica- 
tion of 1948 coverage. Page make-up 
seems rather uninteresting. 

ILLUSTRATIONS.—Eight double-page 
composite plates of photographs are 
scattered through the volume. Each is 
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located near the topics illustrated, but 
there seems to be no direct reference 
in text or index. Photographs are 
printed on glossy paper and are clear, 
well selected and captioned, but they 
are very few in number. Three black- 
and-white maps, some charts and car- 
toons appear in the text where appro- 
priate. These text illustrations are listed 
in the table of contents. They seem only 
fair in quality. 

TREATMENT.—Written for adults, but 
with clear, simple language suitable for 
high school use in most articles. Likely 
to be factual rather than literary in 
style, but well organized and expressed. 
Articles written from American point of 
view, but with no apparent bias. 

Scorz.—The editors’ stated aim, “the 
clear, straightforward presentation of 
facts in easy-to-find form, not only to 
supply the answers to today’s questions 
but also to provide a reference source 
of permanent value in the years to 
come,” seems to be very well carried 
out. This work scored next to Britan- 
nica Book of the Year in apparent num- 
ber of main entries and also in number 
of cross references. Events of world 
scope and progress in many fields are 
presented for 1948, together with some 
comparative material for other years. 
In a few cases information is for earlier 
years only, when later figures are ap- 
parently not available. Articles contain 
some general encyclopedic material, 
particularly in geographic articles or in 
describing activities of certain organiza- 
tions. The longer biographies included 
are retrospective as well as current. 
Statistical material is good and freely 
used, but sources are not usually given. 
There are relatively few bibliographies, 
and these are not consistent in format. 
References, however, were to recent 
material. 

SPECIAL FEATURES.—A “Chronological 


Index” (in preface), arranged alpha- 
betically by topic, is very detailed and 
well done. A list of “Important Dates of 
1948” is also included. Lengthy tabula- 
tion of information on Colleges and 
Universities. The article, Necrology, 
1948, is an alphabetical list with brief 
identification and dates only. Asterisks 
indicate those persons covered in more 
detail in the text. A good list of Prizes 
and Awards, and of Societies and Or- 
ganizations which includes current of- 
ficers, date of founding and brief sum- 
mary of activities and purpose. Societies 
described in main alphabet are listed 
with a cross reference. Material on 
Sports is all gathered under that head- 
ing with detailed records and scores. 
Neither teaching aids nor pronunciation 
indications were noted. 


The Book of Knowledge Annual, 1949; 
ed. by E. V. McLoughlin. 25cm. New 
York, The Grolier Society, Inc., c1949. 
432p. illus. diagrs. maps. tables. 
artcraft and other bindings $7.50 list 
price; $4.95 to educational institutions. 
PUBLISHING HISTORY.—Annually since 

1940. 1940 volume was titled The Chil- 

dren’s Book of the Year (c1939). 

AutHoriry.—Seventy-five well-qual- 
ified contributors listed in preface with 
their topics indicated. Individual arti- 
cles are also signed. Editor, E. V. 
McLoughlin, is also editor of The Story 
of Our Time. 

ARRANGEMENT. — Presents about 80 
very large topics in alphabetical order 
and indicated by page reference in the 
table of contents. Some headings are 
fanciful and not entirely indicative of 
subject, i.e., Industry’s Seven-League 
Boots, Deep South. No cross references 
found except in index. 

InDEX.—A_ twelve-page, two-column 
index to this volume only is included 
and is quite detailed. There are a 
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number of biographical entries for 
persons of importance who died in 1948, 
with brief sketches. These entries ap- 
pear only in index. 

Format.—Firmly bound in heavy art- 
craft material. Colored end papers. 
Paper moderately heavy, coated, but 
with dull finish. Very clear type and 
attractive page make-up. Headings and 
subheadings well planned and con- 
spicuous. The title on the spine of the 
book reads The Book of Knowledge 
Annual 1949. 

ILLUSTRATIONS.—About 500 excellent 
black-and-white photographs, many 
bled. A few maps and diagrams. Placed 
with significant articles. Well captioned. 

TREATMENT. — Written for children. 
Style varies much with various con- 
tributors but is pleasing and not “writ- 
ten down.” 

Score.—The 80 large topics include 
some 30 concerned with geography, 
politics and government in various se- 
lected parts of the world and about 20 
on science and industry. Coverage of 
countries and events is very uneven— 
for instance, there are over 20 pages on 
Canada but only a few ephemeral refer- 
ences to Great Britain. Many articles 
have little or no reference to 1948, i.e., 
Agriculture, Careers. The articles are 
interestingly written but so many are 
really browsing material for the child, 
with no yearbook significance, that it is 
not possible to consider this publication 
very useful as an annual summary. It 
is not thorough enough in its coverage 
to be a practical reference tool. 

SPECIAL FEATURES.—A_ section on 
“Things to Make and Things to Do” in- 
cludes such items as leathercraft, model 
airplanes, and tricks. A chronological 
record of 1948 appears in the main text 
under “Events of the Year.” There is a 
lengthy review of sports in 1948 sup- 
plemented by feature articles. 





1949 Britannica Book of the Year; A 
Record of the March of Events of 
1948; ed. by Walter Yust. 28.5cm. 
Chicago, Encyclopaedia Britannica, 
Inc., c1949. xxii, 810p. illus. diagrs. 
maps. tables. fabrikoid $10 list price; 
$2.95 with coupon to registered own- 
ers of Encyclopaedia Britannica or 
Britannica Junior. 


PUBLISHING HIsTORY.—Annually since 
1938. ’ 

Autxoriry.—Almost all articles ex- 
cept biographical sketches are signed 
with initials which are identified in a list 
of editors and contributors; background 
and topics covered by a distinguished 
group of about 600 contributors are 
given. Prepared under the editorial 
direction of Walter Yust, editor of En- 
cyclopaedia Britannica. 

ARRANGEMENT.—Letter-by-letter al- 
phabetizing, with a preponderance of 
rather short topics. There is a liberal 
use of cross references, both as see 
references in the main alphabet and as 
see also’s within articles. References 
are direct to other topics. 

InpEx.—The volume examined con- 
tained a cumulative index for 1945 
through 1949 for main entries only, in- 
dicating the year or years in which 
headings were used but not the page. 
Thorough analytical entries for 1949 
subtopics are given exact page citation 
using the Britannica method of indi- 
cating quarter of page by the symbol a, 
b, c, or d. Each earlier yearbook has a 
five-year cumulated index to main 
topics also. 

Format.—A firm, reinforced fabrikoid 
binding, well sewed and hinged, and 
with adequate margins. Excellent paper, 
opaque, with a nonglare surface, yet 
smooth enough for good reproduction of 
photographs. An exceptionally attrac- 
tive page layout and large, clear print. 
Several kinds and sizes of type add to 
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clarity of headings, cross references, etc. 
Two-column page in text, four columns 
in index. Volume is the tallest of all 
those investigated, but lightweight 
paper makes it easy to handle. Binder’s 
title on spine carries heading Britannica 
Book of the Year 1949 Events of 1948. 
ILLUSTRATIONS. — Outstanding in its 
liberal use of black-and-white photo- 
graphs, diagrams, charts, cartoons, 
tables, and maps. Most of these are 
worked into the text at the significant 
spot, and there are a few full-page 
layouts. Some are bled. A complete 
index to illustrations arranged alpha- 
betically by title and subject follows 
the table of contents. 
TREATMENT.—Clear, adult language is 
used. Treatment of many topics has 
been simplified, in comparison with the 
Encyclopaedia, so that the yearbook can 
be used also by Britannica Junior read- 
ers. Certainly many articles can be 
comprehended by them. Articles are 
written in excellent style and with a 
distinct effort at objectivity. 
Scorpe.—Approximately 1000 articles 
are claimed by the editors, and the 
sampling made by the reviewers showed 
the Britannica Book of the Year the 
leader both in number of topics and in 
cross references. The selection and cov- 
erage seems to be excellent in all fields 
examined. Statistics are used generous- 
ly and seem as up to date as possible, 
with some retrospective data for com- 
parison. Bibliographies are provided 
frequently and contain well-selected 
material for general use. The volume 
tries to adhere to a true yearbook 
function, and gives little encyclopedic 
material other than that essential to 
clarify articles dealing with 1948. 
SPECIAL FEATURES.—A sixteen-page, 
four-column “Calendar of Events, 1948” 
appears at the beginning of the volume. 
Outstanding events are noted effective- 





ly in red. Universities and Colleges are 
covered in eight pages of special tables. 
Deaths of nearly 600 people are listed 
under Obituaries. For many of these 
only dates and brief identification are 
given; for about 150, short biographical 
sketches are included. Fifty-seven So- 
cieties and Associations are listed with 
brief statements of their activities. 
Many others are included in the main 
alphabet under their names directly. 
Sports is used only as a see reference to 
the individual entries such as Baseball, 
Wrestling. A useful list of Words and 
Meanings, New is given. (Pronunciation 
is not indicated, however.) The practice 
of indicating at the end of many sub- 
jects the titles of films available on the 
subject will be of interest to users of 
educational motion pictures. A final 
feature is a series of four excellent 
surveys of “the present and its roots 
in the past” which summarize the cul- 
tural, scientific, economic and political 
events of the year and refer the reader 
to background articles in the Encyclo- 
paedia Britannica and Britannica Jun- 
ior. 


1949 Collier's Year Book; Covering 
Events of the Year 1948; ed. by 
Charles P. Barry. 27cm. New York, 
P. F. Collier & Son Corp., c1949. xxi, 
922p. illus. diagrs. maps. tables. 
fabrikoid $10 list price; 3344% dis- 
count to schools and libraries; $3.25 
with coupon to owners of Collier’s 
Encyclopedia. 

PUBLISHING HISTORY.—Published an- 
nually by this publisher since 1939. 
Title in 1939/40 was National Year 
Book. Changed to Collier’s Year Book 
in 1941, 

Avurtnorrry.—Almost all articles are 
signed with initials. About 300 dis- 
tinguished contributors are identified 
and their principal articles listed in the 
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preface. 

ARRANGEMENT. — Alphabetical with 
headings arranged letter by letter. Only 
a moderate number of see cross refer- 
ences were noted in the main alphabet 
and no see also within the text. Has 
more long articles than the other large 
yearbooks. 

InpEx. — Twenty-two-page, three- 
column index for this volume only. No 
cumulative feature. Index gives detailed 
analytics under main headings, but is 
very weak in direct entries or cross 
references for minor topics. Since the 
volume is characterized by large topics, 
much information may be lost if user 
looks only under specific small subjects. 

Format.—Attractive, sturdy fabrikoid 
binding. Volume seems well made ex- 
cept for need of a reinforcing hinge. 
The review copy started to pull loose 
from the cover after rather moderate 
use. Margins are good. Paper a rather 
heavy coated, semiglazed stock, excel- 
lent for reproduction of illustrations but 
making an unusually heavy volume to 
handle. Print and page make-up are 
excellent. Binder’s title on spine reads 
1949 Collier’s Year Book Covering the 
Year 1948. 

ILLUSTRATIONS.—Over 300 black-and- 
white photographs and charts are 
placed with the appropriate text, well 
selected and well reproduced. Also 
eight full-page color plates. A subject 
index to the illustrations appears in the 
preface. Photographs reproduced on 
end papers. 

TREATMENT.—Well-written and well- 
organized material, popular in tone, and 
suitable for adult and high school use. 
American emphasis but world wide and 
unbiased in coverage. 

Score.—The policy of using large 
topics results in somewhat fewer entries 
than in other yearbooks of comparable 
size. Important events and progress of 








the year seem to be covered very well. 
Statistics are used where needed and 
well integrated into the text. In some 
cases tabular material is presented, in 
good form, with sources usually indi- 
cated. Only a few bibliographical cita- 
tions for further reading were noted. 
Material is largely current except 
where 1948 data is not available. Retro- 
spective and identification information 
is given where essential, as in geo- 
graphical and occasionally in biograph- 
ical articles, but the emphasis is on the 
current year. 

SPECIAL FEATURES.—A supplement of 
general information at the end of vol- 
ume contains typical almanac material, 
such as time zones, election records, 
population tables, etc. The “Chronology 
of the Year 1948” covering eight two- 
column pages and a “Necrology” of 
four pages are also included in this sup- 
plementary section. The “Necrology” 
contains only brief identification. As- 
terisks denote persons treated more 
fully in the main text. Sports are con- 
sidered together in a detailed article 
within the alphabet. No pronunciation 
or teaching aids were noted. 


Funk & Wagnalls New Standard En- 
cyclopedia Year Book for 1948; ed. by 
Henry E. Vizetelly. 15.5cm. New York, 
Funk & Wagnalls Co., cl1949. 512p. 
illus. diagrs. maps. cloth $1. 


PUBLISHING HISTORY.—Annually since 
1932. (1949 Year Book price will be 
$1.50.) 

AutuHority.—Ninety contributors, all 
of whom are also listed as contributors 
to The New International Year Book, 
are listed in the preface, with their po- 
sitions. Publisher’s advertising claims 
its preparation by 300 experts. No 
articles in volume are signed, and pref- 
ace listing does not identify contribu- 
tions. Editor, Henry E. Vizetelly, is also 
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editor of The New International Year 
Book. 

ARRANGEMENT. — Alphabetical with 
letter-by-letter entries and small topics. 
There are a few cross references in the 
main alphabet and also a few within 
articles. These cross references are very 
inadequate. 

InpEx.—No index. 

Format.—Pocket-sized volume with 
very narrow margins, lightweight bind- 
ing. Paper slightly yellowish and of 
only fair quality. Print small but clear. 
Main headings conspicuous, but sub- 
headings too light. Pages seem ex- 
tremely crowded. 

ILLUSTRATIONS.—Eight double pages 
of photographs on glossy paper scat- 
tered through the volume. All of these 
appeared in The New International 
Year Book. They have been reduced in 
size but are clear. A list arranged by 
page number is given in preface, but 
there seems to be no reference to them 
within articles. A very few charts and 
maps are included in the text. They are 
on a small scale and not very significant. 

TREATMENT. — Extremely brief and 
factual. 

Scopr.—Actually a condensation of 
The New International Year Book. 
Some articles are identical, others much 
cut, only a very few omitted entirely. 
Many of the statistics have been omit- 
ted, making the small volume often no 
more than a directory or manual of 
facts. Digests, however, on the whole 
have retained essential factual data for 
brief utility, for home use. It will cer- 
tainly not be needed if The New Inter- 
national is available and is too con- 
densed for successful library reference 
use, 

SPECIAL FEATURES. — A five - page 
“Chronology for 1948,” at the front; the 
Necrology section included in the main 
alphabet gives brief identification. A 





brief “Glossary” at the end is so con- 
densed that the definitions are quite 
inadequate. 


The New International Year Book; A 
Compendium of the World’s Progress 
for the Year 1948; ed. by Henry E. 
Vizetelly. 25.5em. New York, Funk 
& Wagnalls Co., 1949. xvi, 688p. illus. 
diagrs. maps. tables. cloth $10 list 
price; $8 to educational institutions. 
PUBLISHING HIsToRY.—Annually since 

1907. 


Autuoriry.—About 160 well-qualified 
contributors are identified and subjects 
of their articles are listed in the preface. 
Advertising matter claims 300 contrib- 
utors. Many articles are signed with the 
author’s full name. Editor, Henry E. 
Vizetelly, is also editor of the Funk & 
Wagnalls New Standard Year Book for 
1948. 

ARRANGEMENT.—Alphabetical in let- 
ter-by-letter order. Emphasis on rather 
short topics though there are a few 
longer ones. Almost no cross references 
in main alphabet, but some are found 
within articles. 

InpEx.—Annual noncumulative index. 
An introduction to the index states that 
“articles appearing in their proper al- 
phabetical sequence in the text are not 
relisted here, but when reference is 
made to them they are indicated by the 
asterisk.” This policy is frequently be- 
wildering to users. 

Format.—Rather lightweight cloth 
binding, not strongly reinforced. Paper 
lightweight, rather pulpy and yellow. 
The closely set two-column page makes 
for uninteresting typography, though 
the type is clear. Margins are wide. 
Index uses three-column page. Binder’s 
title on spine reads The New Inter- 
national 1949 Year Book, Events of 1948. 

ILLUSTRATIONS.—Twenty-four double 
pages of plates printed on glossy paper 
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are scattered through the volume. They 
are not always related to the adjacent 
text, nor do they seem to be referred to 
in the articles. A list of illustrations is 
given at the front, but it is arranged by 
page sequence with no subject guide. A 
few maps and diagrams are inserted in 
the text. Quality of photographs is good. 

TREATMENT.—Written for adults. Ex- 
tremely factual in style and often un- 
interesting. Material will be compre- 
hended readily at high school level. No 
noticeable bias. 

Score.—Editors claim “over 1100 
topics.” Our tabulation indicated some- 
what fewer, however, than in Britannica 
Book of the Year and about the same as 
in The Americana Annual. World-wide 
coverage seems adequate for the year. 
It was observed that this annual has 
many small geographic entries of the 
gazetteer type which contain no current 
information. In its coverage of many 
bureaus of the federal government, too, 
it is more like a manual or almanac 
than a yearbook. The policy of sum- 
marizing all state material on such 
topics as Agriculture, Education, Min- 
erals and Metals under these large 
headings, with reference from the indi- 
vidual states merely to the large topics, 
is inconvenient since no exact page 
references are given. Statistics seem up 
to date as far as possible. There are 
relatively few bibliographies and 
sources cited. 

SPEcIAL FEATURES.—A rather brief 
“Chronology for 1948” (four two- 
column pages) at the front. Extensive 
Necrology in main alphabet, each entry 
with a brief biographical sketch. A 
thirty-one-page tabular section on Uni- 
versities and Colleges and an extensive 
list with brief descriptions of Societies 
and Organizations may be found. A 
very useful “Glossary” of new words 
and words in the news is to be found at 


the end of the volume. No pronunci- 
ations and no teaching devices noted. 


The Story of Our Time; Encyclopedia 
Yearbook 1949; ed. by E. V. Mc- 
Loughlin. 25cm. New York, The 
Grolier Society, Inc., c1949. 432p. 
illus. diagrs. maps. tables. artcraft 
and other bindings $10 list price; $4.95 
to educational institutions. 
PUBLISHING HISToRY.—Annually, be- 

ginning with 1947. It is offered by the 

Grolier Society as a yearbook supple- 

ment to the Grolier Encyclopedia. 

Autnority. — Ninety-four distin- 
guished contributors are listed with de- 
scriptions of their qualifications and the 
titles and page references of their arti- 
cles. The articles themselves are signed. 
E. V. McLoughlin, editor-in-chief of 
this work, is also editor of The Book of 
Knowledge Annual. 

ARRANGEMENT.—Topical, under such 
headings as “Our News Story,” “Per- 
sons, Places and Things,” “Wheels, 
Girders and Gadgets,” with several 
articles under each heading. No cross 
references noticed in text. A detailed 
table of contents. 

InpEx.—A nine-page analytical index 
for this year only. Absolutely essential 
in locating specific material in volume. 

Format.—Firm artcraft binding, well 
sewed. Heavy, dull-coated paper is ex- 
cellent for reproduction of photographs. 
Print and page make-up extremely at- 
tractive. Wide margins. The Story of 
Our Time 1949 Encyclopedia Yearbook 
is title on spine of volume. 

ILLUSTRATIONS.—A bout 450 exception- 
ally interesting photographs and a few 
diagrams and cartoons, many bled. 
Illustrations are placed with articles to 
which they refer. Many of them are 
referred to directly in the index. 

TREATMENT.—Decidedly journalistic in 
style, but articles on the whole very 
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well written. Suitable for high school 
and adult readers. 

Score.—Over 100 articles of varying 
length on subjects of current interest, 
not necessarily limited to the year’s 
progress. Neither on the title page, nor 
in the “Diary,” which is a chronological 
list of events, is there any indication 
that the events so listed occurred in 
1948. Although there are some reviews 
of the year, iie., Science Highlights in 
1948, The Year on Broadway, Among 
Those Who Died, there is no apparent 
effort to provide true yearbook ma- 
terial, and there is very little statistical 
or bibliographical information. The 
volume should provide interesting 
browsing material for young people, but 
it cannot be considered as a useful 
source for library reference work. 

SPECIAL FEATURES.—Topical arrange- 
ment. 


The World Book Encyclopedia 1949 An- 
nual Supplement; Reviewing Impor- 
tant Events and Developments of 
1948; ed. by J. Morris Jones. 25cm. 
Chicago, Field Enterprises, Inc., c1949. 
224p. illus. diagrs. maps. tables. 
paper, punched for binder, $1. Pub- 
lished primarily for users of the 
World Book Encyclopedia. 
PUBLISHING HISTORY.—Annually since 

1922. (Price of 1950 Annual will be 

$1.25.) 

Autuoriry.—About 80 writers of 
special articles are listed in the front of 
the volume, and title of contributions 
given. Contributors very well qualified 
in their fields. Their articles are 
initialed in the volume. 

ARRANGEMENT.— Alphabetical, small 
topic arrangement; letter-by-letter or- 
der in headings. Everything except 
chronology and index is included within 
the main work. Quite a few see cross 
references in main alphabet and many 


see and see also’s in articles. 

Inpex.—A cumulative index for all 
articles 1939 through 1948 fills six 
three-column pages. References are to 
main headings and year only, and are 
not analytic. Analytic entries here 
would be helpful. 

Format.—A paper-bound volume, 
punched for insertion in a binder sup- 
plied to purchasers of the Encyclopedia. 
Paper is of good, opaque, and nonglossy, 
quality. Large, clear print and attrac- 
tive page make-up. Headings and sub- 
headings clear. Two-column page. 
Title on spine of book reads 1949 World 
Book Annual. 

ILLUSTRATIONS.—About 200 well-se- 
lected, interesting photographs and 
drawings, located appropriately with 
the text. Reproduction is satisfactory. 
Graphs very well worked out and ef- 
fective. 

TREATMENT.—Planned for young peo- 
ple, but completely adult in its ap- 
proach. Well-written and nonstereo- 
typed presentation. No bias noticed. 

Score.—Includes about 350 articles 
which have been chosen for their in- 
terest to young people. Selection seems 
to have been very well made. This An- 
nual adheres more closely than most to 
a true yearbook function and includes 
very little extraneous matter. Statistics 
are used when essential, but have been 
simplified and abridged. In many cases 
they are much easier to understand 
than in the larger works. A number of 
articles conclude with the listing of 
“Books of the Year.” The articles on 
Literature give other bibliographies. 

SPECIAL FEATURES. — “Important 
Events of 1948” gives a chronological 
summary of the year and appears part 
at the front and part at the end of the 
volume. Deaths of notable figures are 
given under the heading Deaths of 
Notable Persons in the main alphabet. 
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Notables who have longer biographies 
appearing in the World Book Encyclo- 
pedia or elsewhere in the Annual are 
starred. A list of Awards and Prizes is 
given. All Sports are covered in the 
s section. 


World Progress; The Standard Quar- 
terly Review. 245cm. Chicago, 
Standard Education Society, 1948 
issues. 360p. illus. diagrs. maps. 
tables. paper $1.85 per year. Offered 
only to owners of New Standard En- 
cyclopedia. Binder part of subscrip- 
tion. 

PUBLISHING HISTORY. — Published 
quarterly since July 1928, as a supple- 
ment to the New Standard Encyclo- 
pedia; published until January 1930 as 
Standard Quarterly Review. 

AvutHority.—None indicated. 

ARRANGEMENT.—Each issue arranged 
alphabetically by rather large topics, 
some of which repeat from issue to 
issue, some of which do not. No cross 
references found in main alphabet, but 
a number of see also’s to other articles 
in the same issue are found within 
topics. 

InpEx.—Each issue has a combination 
table of contents and analytical index 
which is replaced at the end of the year 
by a consolidated index. This does not 
cumulate farther. Main topics are 
printed in dark type, analytics in light. 

Format.—Paper-bound, punched for 
insertion in post binder. Each issue in 
1948 had 90 pages. Printed on a smooth, 
grayish paper, with wide margins. How- 
ever, when binder contains a full year, 
book will not lie open easily. Normal 
library use would quickly result in 
pages broken out at binder posts. Print 
is large, but somewhat uneven and 
rather light. Headings stand out clearly 
but general effect is uninteresting. 
Binder of lightweight fabrikoid carries 


title New Standard Encyclopedia 1948 
World Progress. 

ILLUSTRATIONS.—Photographs, used 
frequently, give considerable emphasis 
to people in the news. Some of places 
or events seem commonplace, and re- 
production throughout often is poor. 

TREATMENT.—Adult, popular and, ex- 
cept for some journalistic subheadings, 
very factual in style. Could be used by 
high school students, but writing as 
well as format seems dull. 

Scorr.—About 80 topics were covered 
during 1948, some of them appearing in 
each issue, some only once or twice. 
Most of the material was concerned 
with current events, world wide in 
coverage but not thorough. Occasional 
articles of an encyclopedic nature were 
observed. The publishers claim that, 
with a quarterly, information is made 
available much more promptly and that, 
since the final issue for 1948 and index 
appeared in February 1949, World 
Progress for the full year was available 
at a much earlier date than the other 
yearbooks. It was noted, however, that, 
though World Progress carried a certain 
number of statistical summaries, figures 
were not as complete as in other year- 
books. Sources of information occasion- 
ally are given in articles and the quar- 
terly summaries of Literature give 
publisher and price as well as a brief 
annotation of each title. Coverage of 
1948 events did not seem thorough 
enough to make this a useful reference 
tool. 

SPECIAL FEATURES.—There are recur- 
ring tabulations such as Disasters, Obit- 
uary, Literature. A six-page chronol- 
ogy for the year entitled “World Prog- 
ress from Day to Day” appears at the 
end of the final issue. 
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World Scope Encyclopedia Book of the 
Year 1948; ed. by William P. Hendel- 
son. 24.5cm. New York, Universal 
Educational Guild, c1949. 512p. (pages 
not numbered) illus. diagrs. maps. 
tables. fabrikoid $2.98 yearly for ten 
years to owners of World Scope En- 
cyclopedia; thereafter, $10. $2.98 to 
schools and libraries. 

PUBLISHING HISTORY.—Annually since 
1946. 

Autuoriry. — List of contributors 
given in front of volume, arranged un- 
der topic. Some are well known, others 
obscure, but with qualified back- 
grounds. Articles themselves are not 
signed. 

ARRANGEMENT.—Alphabetical with en- 
tries in letter-by-letter order, using 
rather large topics. There is a consider- 
able use of see references in the main 
alphabet and also many indicated as q.v. 
and see also within the text. Many of 
these references are hard to follow, 
since they are from specific headings to 
very general topics, with no precise 
page reference, e.g., Thorium, see Mili- 
tary and Naval Progress. There are 
some blind references. 

InpEx.—No index. 

Format.—A lightweight fabrikoid 
binding with poor stitching. (Review 
copy has pulled loose in several sec- 
tions.) Medium weight, dull-finished 
paper. Print is usually clear but oc- 
casionally uneven. Headings stand out 
fairly well even though no space is left 
between articles. A two-column page, 
with adequate margins. Pages are not 
numbered. Binder’s title on spine reads 
World Scope Encyclopedia . . . Book of 
the Year 1948. 

ILLUSTRATIONS.—Publishers claim 450 
illustrations and charts. These are 
worked in directly with or near the 
text, usually bled. A few cartoons are 
included. The selection seems satis- 





factory, but in the review copy repro- 
duction (offset) is often so very poor 
that effectiveness is almost entirely lost. 
Captions are frequently quite long. 

TREATMENT.—Written in a_ direct 
factual style for the layman. Planned 
for high school and adult use. 

Score.—Sampling shows this to con- 
tain about half as many articles as the 
larger yearbooks and to be more nearly 
comparable to The World Book Annual 
in scope. There are many country, 
state, and city articles which follow a 
regular pattern which is easy to use. 
Much of the material, however, would 
be more suitable in an encyclopedia 
article. There are biographical articles 
for a few people and many brief identi- 
fication entries for others followed by 
cross references to very general articles 
in which they are mentioned, perhaps 
only incidentally, e.g., De Gaulle... 
see France. Quality of writing seems 
variable, sometimes dull, sometimes 
very interesting. 1948 statistics are 
quoted where available, and earlier 
statistics used also. No bibliographic 
references were noted. 

SPECIAL FEATURES.—A brief chronol- 
ogy entitled “Highlights of 1948” ap- 
pears at the front of the volume. Deaths 
are recorded under Obituaries with 
brief identification and dates. A num- 
ber of photographs are included in this 
section. A brief selection of new words 
with their meanings is given under 
Language in the U.S. Sports are 
treated under individual topics. No 
pronunciation and no teaching aids 
were noted. 


World Topics [Quarterly]; ed. by Wil- 
liam C. Cray. 24.5cm. Chicago, 
United Educators, Inc., 1948 issues. 
384p. illus. diagrs. maps. paper sub- 
scription $1.85 per year. Binder is 
free to owners of The American Edu- 
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cator Encyclopedia but $1 is added to 
subscription price to schools and li- 
braries not owning set (total price 
$2.85), $2.15 added to others (total 
price $4). 


PUBLISHING HISTORY.—Quarterly since 
1931. 

AvuTHorITy.—Material edited under 
the direction of the editorial board 
headed by Harry O. Gillet. Contributors 
not listed. 

ARRANGEMENT.—Each quarterly issue 
contains 96 pages with topics arranged 
alphabetically under very large sub- 
jects. A table of contents appears with 
each issue. 

InpEx.—An alphabetical topical index 
with analytical subheadings for the full 
year appears with the winter issue. It 
is not cumulative for other years. 
Though there are many analytics under 
large headings, these are frequently not 
repeated in the main alphabet, making 
the index difficult to use to locate 
minute material. Illustrations as well 
as text are indexed. 

Format.—lIllustrated paper cover on 
each issue, punched for binder. Two- 
column page with good margins, but 
not wide enough to allow ease of read- 
ing when issues are inserted in binder. 
Paper is smooth, firm, opaque, but 
rather gray. Each issue combines one 
other color with the black and white. 
This color is used liberally, chiefly as 
background for captions, and makes an 
interesting variation to the pages of 
text. Print is large and clear, and page 
make-up attractive. Headings stand out 
distinctly. Binder is a lightweight fab- 
rikoid, carrying the title The American 


Educator Encyclopedia, Loose Leaf Ex- 
tension. 

ILLUSTRATIONS. — Many photographs, 
some cartoons, diagrams, and a few 
composite pictures. Though reproduced 
by offset on grayish paper, many are of 
rather good quality, with some only fair. 
A few are located with the articles to 
which they refer, but many others are 
not. In a number of cases the illustra- 
tion and its caption stand alone as the 
only material on a topic. Captions are 
frequently long and descriptive. Illus- 
trations seem very well selected and in- 
teresting. 


TREATMENT. — The publishers state 
that World Topics is written for home 
use by children in grade school. Lan- 
guage is simple and most topics of in- 
terest to children and their parents, but 
approach is adult enough to make them 
suitable for teen-agers as well. 


Scorpe.—The publishers aim to pre- 
sent material on current events “dra- 
matically illustrated and written in an 
interesting way” to stimulate browsing 
as well as reading for specific informa- 
tion. This purpose seems to have been 
carried out satisfactorily for browsing 
uses. During the year only about 64 
main topics were covered. Some were 
true surveys of 1948 progress, but many 
were general encyclopedic or browsing 
material. Few statistics or specific facts 
are given. The quarterly feature has not 
been used much to emphasize extremely 
current events. Coverage is not wide 
enough to make the publication of value 
for library reference work. 


SPECIAL FEATURES.—No special tabu- 
lations, chronologies, etc. were noted. 
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GENERAL REVIEW 


Encyclopedia of Wit, Humor, and Wis- 
dom; comp. and ed. by Leewin B. 
Williams. 23.5cm. New York, Abing- 
don-Cokesbury Press, c1949. 576p. 
cloth $4.95. 

This collection of 4118 jokes, toasts, 
and humorous stories prepared, accord- 
ing to advertising, “for public speakers 
and for personal pleasure” is alpha- 
betically arranged under about 500 sub- 
jects. An index of 568 entries, although 
largely a repetition of the subjects as 
arranged in the book, does add some 60 
topics by more minute indexing. 

According to the book jacket, the 
compiler, “has been a public school 
teacher, a superintendent of high 
schools, a college professor, the owner 
of a business college, a government em- 
ployee, an engrossing artist, and a 
minister. .. .” Over a period of years he 
collected stories by writing them down 
in shorthand. 

The jokes, toasts, and limericks are of 
varying age and quality. Comparison 
with other joke books shows only oc- 
casional duplication. The jacket prom- 
ises a book to prove that “stories can be 
funny—and clean.” The contents are 
usually funny and always clean. 

Alphabetical arrangement of subjects 
is handy and the entries usually well 
selected. Many subjects have numerous 
anecdotes listed. For example, the topic 
Caution has 17 stories listed; Children, 
64; Doctors, 55; Public Speaking, 82. 
Some entries, such as Limericks, Epi- 
taphs, Definitions, Mixed Figures, and 
Toasts, embraces a variety of subjects 
represented by the indicated form. The 
subject Speaking, Speeches contains 
suggested “Opening Remarks,” “Wel- 
coming Address,” “Response to Flat- 
tering Introductions,” “Closing Re- 


marks,” etc. Some topics, such as Mar- 
ried Life and Matrimony, might well be 
combined. The heading Loquacity, 
Talkativeness might be more useful if 
reversed so that it would be found 
under Talkativeness; there is no cross 
reference from the latter. A surprising 
but apt group is Silly Young Thing. 
Information, Intelligence, which do not 
mean the same thing, are combined in a 
single entry. 

At the beginning of many subjects 
cross references refer to related head- 
ings, e.g., News, Newspapers see also 
Editors. A check of 52 cross references 
revealed five blind references and 31 
that referred from one subject to an- 
other but did not refer from the second 
subject to the first; the others were 
two-way cross references which are, of 
course, the most useful. 

The text is attractively set in a two- 
column format. Subject headings are in 
blackface type centered in the column. 
Each entry under a subject has in 
italics a catchword or catch phrase sug- 
gesting the trend of thought in the 
story. Items are numbered in black- 
face type consecutively throughout the 
book and the index refers by item num- 
ber. There are guide words at the top 
of each page and also guide numbers 
for the first story on the left-hand page 
and the last on the right-hand page. 

The price of this book is considerably 
higher than several similar ones, among 
which are Lewis Copeland’s 10,000 
Jokes, Toasts and Stories, 1939 ($1.98) 
and Edmund Fuller’s Thesaurus of An- 
ecdotes, 1942 ($1.98 and $2.98). The 
Encyclopedia of Wit, Humor, and Wis- 
dom is, however, recommended as an 
additional book of its kind for libraries 
giving service to public speakers. 
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Correction 


The review of Educators Index of 
Free Materials in the October Bul- 
letin incorrectly interpreted advertising 
claims of the publisher in regard to 
examination of materials for inclusion 
in the Index. The Bulletin statement 
(page 47) “that from 50 to 60 per cent 
of the materials were examined” should 
be changed to read “the items listed in 
the Index represent a selection of from 
50 to 60 per cent of the materials that 
are examined.” Therefore, the Bulletin 
claim (page 49) “the editors have ex- 
amined only 50 or 60 per cent of the 
material” is an invalid objection. 

In the same review, the price of the 
Elementary Teachers Guide to Free 
Curriculum Materials should be $4.50. 


NOTES 


The Committee has received several 
inquiries regarding the American In- 
ternational Encyclopedia (16 volumes) 
which is currently being sold through 
food stores in Iowa, Florida, Michigan 
and New Jersey. The set is copyrighted 
by the John C. Winston Company of 
Philadelphia and “is published by ar- 
rangement with the John C. Winston 
Company.” (Winston has just informed 
the Committee “all publishing rights 
including plates and copyright were re- 
cently sold to the Knickerbocker Press, 
425 E. 24th Street, New York 10, 


N. Y.”) The imprint on the title page 
of volume one reads “American In- 
ternational Encyclopedia, New York.” 
Some advertising circulars on this set 
sent to the Committee carry the state- 
ment “Approved by the American Li- 
brary Association.” The Subscription 
Books Committee of the A.L.A. has 
neither examined nor evaluated the 
American International Encyclopedia, 
and the statement claimed in the ad- 
vertising is obviously untrue. An effort 
is being made to obtain sets for review. 


The American Library Association 
recently received a notice from the 
United States Post Office asking us to 
urge subscribers to notify both the pub- 
lisher and the postmaster of change of 
address. This request is made in the 
interest of better service to subscribers. 





ERMISSION to quote a review in full 

is granted only to the publisher of 
the work reviewed. Permission to 
quote a review in part must be ob- 
tained from the American Library 
Association. Publishers of books or 
sets recommended herein wishing to 
refer to the Subscription Books Com- 
mittee’s appraisal of their work should 
avoid such statements as “Recom- 
mended (or endorsed) by the A.L.A.” 
Such a statement falsely implies ac- 
tion on the part of the Association. 
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